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Weather Information Collected at the Pratas Island in
the South China Sea by the Navy of Republic of China

prior to 1950
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Abstract

The Navy of Republic of China established a weather station at the
Pratas Island in South China Sea long before the second Sino-Japanese
War. During the War, Japan invaded the Island, provided encrypted
weather intelligence to the Imperial Japanese Navy for the further
invasion of the Southeast Asia. Agents from China infiltrated behind
enemy line to collected Japan’s weather intelligence in the South China
Sea, radio communication of Japan’s weather intelligence was
intercepted and decrypted on regular basis. These valuable
intelligences resulted a commando raid on Pratas Island by the US
forces near the end of the World War Il, the Island is the westernmost
beach ever landed by the US Navy in the Pacific War to stop Japan’s all
out Kamikaze attack. After the War, Chinese Navy retook the
Weather Station on the Pratas Island and provided regular weather
information to all civilian aircraft and merchant ships in the South
China Sea ever since.
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